R ATTANY-----RAVELIN.

Rotang, 0. rudentwn, 0. verus, &c., forming
a considerable article of export from India
and the Eastern Archipelago. They have
all perennial, long, round, solid, jointed,
unbranching stems, extremely tough and pli-
able. All the species are very useftd, and are
employed for wicker-work, seats of chairs,
walking-sticks, thongs, ropes, cables, &c.

Rattany.   See Ratany.

Rattaz'zi, URBANO, an Italian statesman,
born 1808, died 1873. He practised as an
advocate in his native Piedmont; in 1848
was returned as deputy to the Chamber at
Turin; became leader of the democratic
party, minister of the interior, and in 1849
practically head of the government. He
was prominently unpopular in 1862 for his
opposition to Garibaldi's advance on Rome.

Rattlesnake, a name of various venom-
ous American snakes of the genus Crotalus,
family Crotalidae, distinguished from the
other members of the family by the tail
terminating in a series of articulated horny
pieces, which the animal vibrates in such a
manner as to make a rattling sound. The
function of the 'rattle' is dubious. The
rattlesnake, is one of the most deadly of
poisonous serpents, but hogs and peccaries
kill and eat it, finding protection in the
thickness of their hides and the depth of
their layers of fat. A number of species
belong to the U. States and Mexico. East
of the Mississippi the C. horridus, or banded
rattlesnake, is the best known and most
dreaded species. It is naturally a sluggish
animal, ready to defend itself, but seldom
commencing the attack. It feeds on rats,
squirrels, small rabbits, &c., and reaches a
length of 5 or 6 feet. Other species are the
0. durissuSj or striped rattlesnake, found
from Mexico to Brazil; C. adamanteus, the
diamond rattlesnake; 0. lucifer, the western
black rattlesnake; 0. confluentus, the prairie
rattlesnake; O. cerastes, the horned rattle-
snake of the Ajnerican deserts. Other
rattlesnakes belong to the allied genus
Candisona, as C. teryemina, the black rattle-
snake; 0. miliria, the ground rattlesnake.

Rattlesnake-root, a name for Polygala
Senfya, an American plant used to cure the
bite of the rattlesnake.

Rattlesnake^weed, the American plant
Eryngium virginieum, used as a cure for the
bite of the rattlesnake.

Ranch (rouA), CHRISTIAN, one of the most

distinguished of German sculptors, born at

Arolsen 1777, died 1857. He received some

instructions from the  sculptor  Ruhl, at
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Cassel, afterwards proceeded to Berlin to
act as one of the royal lackeys, modelled
a bust of the queen, and in 1804 went to
Rome, where he made the acquaintance of
Thorwaldsen and Canova, and obtained the
patronage of Wilhelm von Humboldt. He
received an invitation in 1811 from the
King of Prussia to design a monument of
Queen Louisa, and produced a noble work
which established the fame of the artist.
From this time onwards he was the sculptor
of an immense number of works in all the
branches of the statuary art. He was espe-
cially great in ideal figures and in portrai-
ture. Among his efiefs d'ceuvre may be
mentioned the monument of King Frederick
William III. and Queen Louisa in the
Charlottenburg mausoleum, the colossal
equestrian statue of Frederick the Great at
Berlin, having the base surrounded by groups
of his most distinguished contemporaries,
and forming altogether one of the most not-
able monuments in Europe; the six colossal
figures of Victory in the Walhalla, and a
group representing Moses with his hands
supported by Aaron and Hur.

Ravaillac (ra-va-yak), FRA^OIS, the
murderer of Henry IV. of France, born
1578. He commenced life as valet to an
attorney, and afterwards became attorney's
clerk, and schoolmaster. He afterwards
took service in the order of the Feuillants,
but was expelled as a visionary. His vari-
ous disappointments and his religious fana-
ticism led him to plan the assassination of
Henry IV., which he successfully accom-
plished 14th May, 1610. Upon this he was
seized, horribly tortured, and put to death.

Ravelin, a detached triangular work in

Ravelin.

fortification, with two embankments which
form a projecting angle. In the figure B B
is the ravelin with A its redout, and c c its